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This study was carried out in 12 lab aquariums of 20 litre volume to investigate the effectiveness of four test diets; two formulated and two non-formulated on milkfish growth. The study further investigated the treatment effect on water quality, proximate and chemical characterization of the diets and their digestibility. The intent was to study growth performance of milkfish and the potential of local availability of quality and affordable ingredients. Milkfish juveniles of 6.5 g average weight were stocked at 20 fish per aquaria. All treatments were carried out in triplicate and diets administered at 5% body weight per day for ninety two days. Diet 1 FV consisted of fish meal, rice bran and vitamin and mineral premixes. Diet 2 FW consisted of fish meal and rice bran without vitamin and mineral premix. The nonformulated diets were coconut cake (CC) and maize bran (MB). Feeding the fish on formulated diets resulted in significantly higher mean fish weight gain (P<0.05) than that of fish fed on non-formulated diets.
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