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Catalogue of Pelagic longline fish in Kenya

Marine pelagic fish species are an important part of the marine fisheries resources of Kenya. KMFRI has
been undertaking fisheries surveys to characterize the fish stocks, determine the catch rates and
sustainability of the pelagic fishery resources during the 2020-2021 Financial year. Five surveys were
undertaken between April and October 2020 onboard the vessel FV Seamer Il covering the entire Kenya
EEZ. This catalogues lists the 45 species of fish encountered during the five surveys. The catalogues is
intended for use by fisheries observers and the fish crew as a handy reference to identify the fish
encountered during other surveys as well as during normal fishing operations to facilitate accurate
recording of catch data and other biological information relevant to the use and management of the

stocks. The catalogues will be updated regularly as new species are encountered in the fishery.



Xiphias gladius (Swordfish) Prionace glauca (Blue shark) Thunnus obesus (Bigeye Tuna)

Carcharhinus longimanus Thunnus albacares

(Oceanic whitetip) (Yellowfin Tuna) Isurus oxyrinchus (Shortfin Mako)

Carcharhinus falciformis Sphyrna lewini Alopias superciliosus

(Silky shark) (Scalloped hammerhead shark) (Bigeye thresher shark)
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Galeocerdo cuvier Terapturus audax Alepisaurus brevirostris

(Tiger shark) (Striped marlin) (Shortsnouted lancetfish)

Ruvettus pretiosus Lepidocybium flavobrunneum Lamna nasus



(Oil fish) (Qil fish) (Lamna nasus)

Isurus paucus Terapturus angustirostris Makaira nigricans

(Longfin mako shark) (Shortbill spearfish) (Blue marlin)

Dasyatis violacea Carcharhinus plumbeus Istiophorus platypterus

(Pelagic stingray) (Sandbar shark) (Indo-Pacific sailfish)

Alepisaurus ferox Taractichthys steindachneri Carcharodon carcharias

(Longsnouted lancetfish) (Sickle pomfret) (Great white shark)



Coryphaena hippurus Lampris guttatus Carcharhinus albimarginatus

(Common dolphinfish) (Opahs) (Silvertip shark)

Makaira indica Sphyraena barracuda Macolor niger

(Black marlin) (Great barracuda) (White snapper)

Sphyraena genie Thunnus alalunga Caranx sexfasciatus

(Blackfin barracuda) (Albacore) (Bigeye trevally)

Gemphylus serpens Sphyrna zygaena Mobula kuhlii

(Snake mackerel) (Smooth hammerhead shark) (Devilray)



Lutjanus sanguineus Caranx ignobilis Trichiurus lepturus

Humphead snapper Great trevally (Largehead hairtail)

Drepane longimana Acanthocybium solandri Epinephelus multinotatus

(Concertina fish) (Wahoo) (White-blotched grouper)

Lutjanus campechanus Thyrsitoides marleyi Caranx tille

(Northern red snapper) (Black snoek) (Tille trevally)



